
Friday 4 May 2012 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what action it is taking to deliver the 2012 in-year flexibility under the cod recovery plan. 

Holding answer issued: 4 May 2012 (S4W-06822) 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
when the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment last met the European 
Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries and whether they discussed in-year flexibility under 
the cod recovery plan. 

Holding answer issued: 4 May 2012 (S4W-06823) 

Richard Lochhead: I last met with Commissioner Damanaki on 25 April. At this meeting, and on 
previous occasions, I underlined the concern of a number of EU member states for there to be 
changes made urgently to the EU’s Cod Recovery Plan (CRP). In particular I have sought from the 
Commissioner an assurance that there will be no further reductions in minimum levels of fishing effort 
available to EU fleets, a view strongly supported by a number of member states. I will continue to 
press these important arguments with the Commissioner. 

In its implementation of the CRP in Scotland, through the innovative Conservation Credits scheme, 
the government has continued to make full use of flexibilities available under the plan to allocate 
additional time at sea to Scottish vessels, in return for their adoption of conservation-minded fishing 
practices, such as the use of more selective fishing gear. 

As a consequence of this approach the Scottish North Sea whitefish fleet was able in 2011 to spend 
over 50 per cent more time at sea than would have been possible under the minimum allocation 
provided by the EU. In 2012, the government and the fishing industry have also agreed a ground-
breaking deal for the prawn fleet, which aims to substantially reduce unwanted catches of cod. In 
return the government is able to reverse all the cuts in time at sea that this fleet has been subject to 
since 2009. 

Governance and Communities 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-00775 by Alex Neil on 30 June 2011, what the expenditure was on the 
schemes in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-6852) 

Alex Neil: For the financial year 2011-12, the forecast outturn for the Energy Assistance Package is 
£46.3 million, for the Universal Home Insulation Scheme is £14.3 million and for the Boiler Scrappage 
Scheme is £5.2 million, subject to verification in the annual accounts. There was no expenditure on 
the Home Insulation Scheme as this was replaced by the Universal Home Insulation Scheme. 

 

Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with the UK Border Agency regarding the awarding of the contract for the 
provision of accommodation for asylum seekers in Scotland to Serco. 

 (S4W-6885) 

Michael Matheson: The responsibility for the award of this contract is a reserved matter. However, 
Scottish Government officials have been kept informed by UKBA officials during the tendering process 
and initial roll out of the contract for the provision of accommodation for asylum seekers which was 
awarded to Serco earlier this year. 

In December 2011, the Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External Affairs wrote to Home Office 
Minister, Damian Green MP expressing her concerns that the change in contract would not adversely 
affect the lives of asylum seekers living in Scotland, and noting that she wished to be kept fully 
informed of any developments. 



The Scottish Government remains clear that whilst asylum seekers are in Scotland they must be 
welcomed and supported. 

Health and Social Care 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many people will benefit from the additional funding for insulin pumps in (a) Dumfries and Galloway 
and (b) East Lothian. 

 (S4W-6632) 

Michael Matheson: The precise number of people living in Dumfries and Galloway and East 
Lothian who will receive a pump as a consequence of the additional funding is not centrally held. 
However, NHS boards are expected to meet the ministerial commitment to provide 25% of young 
people with type 1 diabetes with an insulin pump by March 2013. 

The Scottish Government has therefore provided NHS boards with funding of £2.5 million to support 
the purchase of insulin pumps and associated consumables for people with type 1 diabetes in 2012-
13. 

This support is expected to make sure that children and young people with type 1 diabetes have 
access to life-changing insulin pumps therapy and ensure equitable provision across Scotland. 

 

Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
representations it has made to the Home Office regarding concerns that families may become 
destitute as a result of the award of the contract for the provision of accommodation for asylum 
seekers in Scotland to Serco. 

 (S4W-6886) 

Michael Matheson: The responsibility for the award of this contract is a reserved matter. However, 
Scottish Government officials have been kept informed by UKBA officials during the tendering process 
and initial roll out of the contract for the provision of accommodation for asylum seekers which was 
awarded to Serco earlier this year. 

In December 2011, the Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External Affairs wrote to Home Office 
Minister, Damian Green MP expressing her concerns that the change in contract would not adversely 
affect the lives of asylum seekers living in Scotland, and noting that she wished to be kept fully 
informed of any developments. 

In relation to families becoming destitute as a result of the award of the contract to Serco, UKBA 
have advised that families with dependent children under the age of 18 will remain entitled to 
accommodation and support until all members of the family are adults. 

The Scottish Government remains clear that whilst asylum seekers are in Scotland they must be 
welcomed and supported. 

 

Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will publish interim costs for the Penrose Inquiry. 

 (S4W-7071) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Penrose Inquiry completed its oral hearings on 30 March 2012. The inquiry 
heard from 67 witnesses over 89 days. 

Lord Penrose and his team are now working on the final inquiry report following the publication of 
the preliminary report in September 2010. The interim cost of the inquiry from 12 January 2009 to 31 
March 2012 is £8,788,901. A final figure for the total cost of the Penrose Inquiry will be published 
when the inquiry has completed its work. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what reason the 
Respondent Information Form for the Your Scotland, Your Referendum consultation asks respondents 



to state their country of residence; whether this is standard in all of its consultations, and, if not, what 
its reasons are for its position on this in this instance. 

Holding answer issued: 30 April 2012 (S4W-6575) 

Bruce Crawford: The Respondent Information Form is revised on a case-by-case basis for 
individual consultations. Respondents are asked to return the form to ensure that the government 
handles the response appropriately for publication purposes and to help with analysis of responses. 
The question on residence in the form for the Your Scotland, Your Referendum consultation was 
designed simply to aid the analysis. It is common for consultation analyses to break down responses 
by specific categories of respondent. The location requirement came about following the Same Sex 
Marriage consultation, which revealed that many respondents were from beyond the Scottish 
Parliament’s jurisdiction. This feature is likely to be repeated on future consultations where 
appropriate. 

Transport Scotland 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it is taking to improve road safety. 

 (S4W-6625) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is committed to improving road safety under the auspices 
of Scotland’s Road Safety Framework to 2020, the hallmark of which is collaborative working among 
the signatories to that partnership document. Transport Scotland helps steer this partnership work and 
also delivers specific initiatives such as engineering and enforcement solutions on the trunk road 
network; co-operation with local authorities on local initiatives such as 20mph zones and cycling 
safety, and education and media products for schools and the general public. 

Reported road casualties in Scotland in 2010 were the lowest since records began. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will provide a comparison of the fares charged by Western Ferries and 
Argyll Ferries.  

 (S4W-6675) 

Keith Brown: Western Ferries and Argyll Ferries publish their fares online and information is 
available from Western Ferries’ website at http://www.western-ferries.co.uk/ and Argyll Ferries’ 
website at http://www.argyllferries.co.uk/. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive which public service obligations in public service ferry contracts do not apply to 
commercial operators. 

 (S4W-6677) 

Keith Brown: Public Service Obligations are defined in the relevant EU legislation (Council 
Regulation No 3577/92) as “obligations which the Community shipowner in question, if he was 
considering his own commercial interest, would not assume or would not assume to the same extent 
or under the same conditions”. 

We have in place a number of public service contracts for ferry services that apply public service 
obligations to the contracted operators. These obligations cover matters such as routes, frequencies, 
fares and discounts, performance standards and on-board services. We do not impose such 
obligations on commercial ferry operators. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-06822 
S4W-06823 
S4W-06824 

http://www.western-ferries.co.uk/
http://www.argyllferries.co.uk/

